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This article examines the establishment and maintenance of a navigation beacon

Abstract

(tomyo) at Moroyose Port in Tajima Province during the early modern period.

[ Established in 1712 by a village headman, the tomyo functioned as a navigational

£ aid for coastal shipping but was essentially operated as a private enterprise. Its
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maintenance relied on fees collected from arriving crews, making it vulnerable to
environmental changes and fluctuations in maritime traffic. Recurrent floods and
harbor silting reduced vessel arrivals, undermining financial stability. This case
demonstrates that early modern Japanese navigational aids were locally grounded,

economically contingent, and distinct from modern public lighthouse systems.
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