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Interpreting Nature and Culture in the Kuroshio Coastal Region: A Comparative
Case Study of Shionomisaki and Kashinozaki Lighthouses
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This research note examines Cape Shionomisaki Lighthouse and Kashinozaki

Abstract Lighthouse on the southern Kii Peninsula, Japan, and explores the interpretive
[ potential of lighthouses as sites where natural environments and human activities

, intersect. Here, the Kuroshio Current, a major warm ocean current, flows close to

T3 the coast. By integrating multiple perspectives, including geomorphology, ocean
currents, whaling culture, and maritime disaster history, it demonstrates that
lighthouses are not merely navigational aids, but places where the region’s natural

and cultural dimensions are layered and interrelated. It also discusses their

potential application to interpretation and education in geoparks.
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