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Abstract

This study aimed to develop and evaluate a new ocean education program feasible for inland schools.

An animation based on the sea folktale "Onatsu to Tohei", set in Fudai Village, Iwate Prefecture, was

used as learning material. Aligned with the elementary science and social studies curriculum, the

program covered ocean currents, shipping routes, and ria coasts through animation viewing and a

hands-on experiment simulating ocean currents using colored water. Classroom practice and text

analysis of students’ reflections revealed enhanced learning motivation and deeper understanding of

ocean currents and fisheries, indicating the program’s effectiveness for ocean education.
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