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Abstract

This paper examines the background of how the Ushioni, which originally held diverse folkloric

identities nationwide—such as inhabitants of deep pools and waterfalls—came to be interpreted as

a "marine yokai" in the modern era. By focusing on escape legends set along the coasts of the Iwami

region in Shimane Prefecture, this study discusses the process through which this localized variation

was popularized through Showa-era media, such as the works of Shigeru Mizuki, and ultimately

established as the representative modern image of the Ushioni.
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