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Abstract

Japanese mythology features several ships with names associated with heaven or birds.

Archaeological evidence reveals that depictions of both ship and bird can be found among artifacts

from the Kofun period (3rd to 7th centuries), The Japanese word “ama” means both heaven and

sea, This suggests that in ancient Japan there was a concept that the heavens and the sea were

continuous, We consider that vertical and horizontal views of the afterlife coexisted in ancient Japan,

and the ships which are associated with the heavens and birds reflect this view of the afterlife,
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